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Unit 2. The Mothers of Invention

Focus on Words

A.
A: Learning about inventors is really fun.
B: I agree. I was especially impressed by Thomas Edison.
A: I can’t believe he had patents for over 1,000 inventions.
B: Yeah, but he was most famous for his longer lasting light bulb. 
A: Because it was hard to do something in the nights, people welcomed the invention.
B: Yes, it is really helpful.  
A: I want to be a great inventor like Edison.
B: If you do, you should try to be more creative.

Answer: inventor, patent, invention, creative

B.

C.
1. (A) The boy is fixing his car engine.

(B) The boy is modeling a car using some tools.
(C) The boy is playing with a toy truck.
(D) The boy is picking up his tools from a toolbox.

2. (A) The man is doing an experiment in a laboratory.
(B) The man is working with some helpers.
(C) The man is teaching the children how to use beakers.
(D) There are some mice in the laboratory cage.

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (A) 

D.
1. What would you like to invent?

(A) I’d like to drink some tea.    
(B) Yes, I like to invent new things in my spare time.
(C) I would like to invent a time machine.

2. Do you think you can live without your mobile phone?

Listening Start

B.
Answer:

2. Do you think you can live without your mobile phone?
(A) Yes, my father bought me a brand new one.  
(B) No, it will be very hard to live my daily life.
(C) I learned Doctor Martin Cooper invented the modern cell phone.

3. When did Alexander Graham Bell invent the telephone?
(A) Yes, his invention changed the world. 
(B) I made a phone call to him a week ago.
(C) In 1876, at the age of 29, he invented the telephone.

4. What would happen if there were no spoons in the world?
(A) We would use other kinds of tools. 
(B) Yes, it can happen soon.
(C) I don’t know how to use chopsticks.

5. What do you think is the worst invention of mankind?
(A) I think the human's greatest invention is television. 
(B) Plastic bags because they have caused serious pollution problems.  
(C) No, I am not interested in inventing. 

Answer: 1. (C)  2. (B)  3. (C)  4. (A)  5. (B) 

Answer: 1. pén c i l 2. invént 3. machí n e 4. atténd 5. inví te

Listen to It!
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1. The invention of the airplane allows us to travel all around the world. 

2. At the moment, the coolest and most advanced mobile phones are popular among 

children.

3. Alexander Graham Bell is one of the most famous inventors and scientists in 

American history.

4. The boy is buying chocolate from a vending machine. 

5. My grandfather took out a patent for his invention. 
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E.
1. A: I hate hot days. 

B: Why don’t you try this hat?
A: What is that? It looks strange.
B: It has a cooling fan built inside. It cools your head.
A: This would be nice when I’m outside watching baseball games.

2. A: How are we going to make it to Aunt Lucy’s house without getting lost?
B: Don’t worry, I just bought a navigation system. 
A: What kind of invention is that? 
B: It’s an electronic map that will tell us where to go. 

Answer: 1. (A)  2. (B)

F.
A: I invented a special scale to measure weight. 
B: How is it special?
A: Only the person who stands on the scale can see his or her weight.
B: That’s a good idea. People will like that very much. 

Listening Focus

Example.
A: Do you think cars were a good invention? 
B: Yes, Harry. I do. They were invented to go long distances and carry heavy things. 

Thanks to cars, people can travel freely and easily. But at the same time, cars 
cause most of the air pollution. 

A: I think we will come up with other inventions to help solve those problems.
B: Yes, I really hope so. 

Answer:

Try. 
A: Why do you think mobile phones were invented?
B: That was because people needed to make phone calls when they were not at home.
A: Yeah. I can’t live without my mobile phone.

Listening Activities

Invention Need Positive effects Negative 
effects

Cars They were invented to
go long distance and
carry heavy things.

People can 
travel freely and 
easily.

They cause 
most of the air 
pollution.

B: That’s a good idea. People will like that very much. 
A: I hope a lot of people will be interested in my invention.

Answer: 1. (C)  2. (B)  

G.
A need for something is the beginning of an idea for an invention. Some people think 
inventions are something special that ordinary people can’t do. Actually it’s not. If you 
need something useful in everyday life, you can make your idea real. You don’t have to 
create something new or amazing. Something simple and useful can be a great 
invention. 

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (C)  3. (A)

A: Yeah. I can’t live without my mobile phone.
B: Me, either. It will be so inconvenient without them. They are especially good for 

emergencies. But I heard they can be bad for our health because of radiation.
A: Really? I’ll try not to talk on the phone for long periods of time.
B: I agree with you. Only use it when it is necessary. 

Answer: 

Sample answer:
I think the most important invention is the airplane. The airplane was invented in America 
by two brothers. The airplane benefits our lives in many ways. It allows us to travel freely 
anywhere in the world. The airplane can transport people, animals, and luggage. And they 
are even useful in the military. Unfortunately, airplanes use a lot of gas and cause air 
pollution. 

Speak Out
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Invention Need Positive effects Negative effects

Mobile 
phones

People needed to 
make phone calls
when they were not 
at home. 

They are good 
for emergencies. 

They are bad for 
our health 
because of 
radiation.
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A.
1. (A) The girl is planting a garden.

(B) The girl is digging soil.
(C) The girl is studying plants through a magnifying glass.
(D) The girl is cutting the grass.

2. (A) The boy is mixing colors in an art class. 
(B) The boy is doing an experiment.
(C) The boy is playing the musical instrument. 
(D) The boy is wearing sunglasses. 

3. (A) The boy is looking through a microscope.
(B) The boy is looking at a frog on the grass. 
(C) The boy is drawing a picture of a microscope. 
(D) The grass has many flowers.

4. (A) The girl is wearing a white gown.
(B) The lab is full of complex instruments.
(C) The girl is looking into a bottle.
(D) The teacher is helping the girl put on goggles.

Answer: 1. (C)  2. (B)  3. (A)  4. (C)

Review Test 2
C.
1. A: What would we have done if nobody invented cars?

B: I would assume our cities wouldn’t be as large as now.
A: And we wouldn’t be able to visit other places around the world.
B: Well, we really have a convenient transportation. 

2. A: Did Isaac Newton invent gravity?
B: No way! He just came up with the laws that describe gravity.
A: Oh! How do you know?
B: Because gravity must have existed before he lived. He was just the first to explain 

how it worked. 

3. A: I just saw a documentary on Ben Franklin.
B: What did you learn?
A: Well, he invented the lightning rod, the Franklin stove, and bifocal glasses.
B: Right. He is famous for his electrical experiments. 
A: Yeah, and he patented all his findings so that other inventors could build on his ideas.

4. Your report is due next week about your favorite invention. Note the positive and negative 
Answer: 1. (C)  2. (B)  3. (A)  4. (C)

B.
1. Are you interested in inventing something?

(A) No, I’m poor at singing and dancing. 
(B) Not really. I’m not that creative.
(C) There were a lot of inventors in history.

2. Did you know Leonardo da Vinci drew designs for a helicopter?
(A) No, I didn’t know that. He was a man ahead of his time.
(B) Yes, the Mona Lisa is a beautiful painting.
(C) No, he taught himself how to fly.

3. Who invented paper?
(A) All kinds of paper are made out of 100% wood.
(B) It is widely used in all parts of the world.
(C) The Chinese invented it over 2,000 years ago. 

4. How are we able to see the moon and stars?
(A) The microscope helps us study small things.
(B) It’s because the invention of the hot air balloon. 
(C) Galileo Galilei improved the telescope.

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (A)  3. (C)  4. (C) 

4. Your report is due next week about your favorite invention. Note the positive and negative 
impact it has had in society. Be sure to explain why it is your favorite invention. For extra 
credit, write an additional paragraph that explains what you would change or add to the 
invention to improve its results.  

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (B)  3. (C)  4. (A)

D.
Attention, class! The Young Inventors Contest will be held next month. The inventions will 
be showcased in the school auditorium. Awards will be given for the Most Creative, the 
Most Useful, and the Best Design. Every invention is to be designed with an environmental 
purpose in mind. Inventions may expand an existing idea, but must have a reason for 
improvement. Each invention must come with an essay. The essay should describe three 
things: 1. The invention and what it does, 2. The thought process behind the idea and 
purpose, and 3. How it will solve an existing environmental problem. Good luck inventing!  

Answer: 1. (A)  2. (C)  3. (C)   
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