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Unit 4. Special Days of the Year

Focus on Words

A.
A: Happy birthday, Julia! How do you feel today?
B: I couldn’t be happier! Thank you for coming to my party.
C: You know what? Julia was born on New Year’s Day.
A: Oh! You’re right. Now I come to think of it, today is New Year’s Day. 
B: Yes, my birthday is a national holiday. Now let’s try these things on.
C: What are they?
B: A funny wig, a party hat, and a pair of big glasses for fun. Come on, 

let’s take a picture with these on. 
C: How fun! I’ll take the wig. Edward, you take the big glasses.
A: Okay, let’s say, “Cheese!”

Answer: birthday, New Year’s Day, national holiday

C.
1. (A) The children are playing on a playground.

(B) The children are having a birthday party.
(C) The children are trick-or-treating.
(D) The children are holding national flags.

2. (A) The family is at a wedding.
(B) The children are exchanging their Christmas gifts.
(C) The family is decorating a Christmas tree.
(D) The family is shopping at a mall.

Answer: 1. (C)  2. (C)

D.
1. Where will you be on New Year’s Day?

(A) I am going to study.
(B) I will be home with my family.
(C) It is my special day. 

2. How will you celebrate your birthday?

Listening Start

B.
Answer:

2. How will you celebrate your birthday?
(A) It was yesterday.      
(B) My mom will have a party for me.
(C) I wonder if I could go shopping now.

3. Why are you dressed up so nice today?
(A) I went to my brother’s graduation.
(B) The mall is having a sale today.
(C) I am wearing my uniform for the soccer game.

4. When are you having your sweet sixteen birthday party?
(A) Yes, it’s labor day weekend.
(B) My sister turned sixteen yesterday.
(C) I will have it on the weekend before my birthday. 

5. Who are you spending Valentine’s Day with?
(A) My friends and I are going to have dinner together that day.
(B) I am watching a horror movie now. 
(C) I love getting chocolate on Valentine’s Day. 

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (B)  3. (A)  4. (C)  5. (A) 

Answer: 1. friends 【z】 2. surfs 【s】 3. decorations 【z】 4. chopsticks 【s】 5. flags 【z】

Listen to It!
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1. Today is a special day. It is my (birthday / Thursday). 

2. (Independent / Independence) Day is a national holiday. 

3. We can see my Jack-o’-lanterns on (hallowed / Halloween).

4. We don’t go to school on (national / rational) holidays.

5. It is a (costume / custom) to eat turkey on Thanksgiving Day. 

6. My parents vote on every (Election / electronic) Day.
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E.
1. A: Tomorrow is my parents’ 10-year wedding anniversary.

B: Cool, are you going to do anything for them?
A: Yes, I am going to write them a congratulations card. 

2. A: I have to buy a lot of things today. Will you help me with grocery shopping?
B: Why do you have to buy so many things?
A: I have to prepare a lot of food for your dad’s birthday.

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (C)

F.
A: Do you have any family traditions for the Holiday Season?
B: Yes, of course. On Thanksgiving we eat turkey, on Christmas we go to church, and

on New Year’s we wear our traditional outfits.
A: Oh, I do the same thing. Except my birthday is on the same day as Thanksgiving, 

so we eat cake, too.
B: I never knew that! I bet it’s nice to have all your family gather for your birthday.

Listening Focus

Example.
A: Our parents’ wedding anniversary is on Monday, April 12th. 
B: Did you know that it’s our grandparents’ wedding anniversary the very next day?
A: Oh really? And your birthday is in the same month, too, on April 22nd. 
B: Your birthday is on April 29th! Wow, there are so many special days in the month of April. 

Answer:

Try. 
A: Didn’t you tell me you have a very busy week?
B: Yes, there are too many things going on, starting with my brother’s graduation 

on June 1st.
A: Right, then I have to take you to your piano recital the next day. 

Listening Activities

Girl’s
birthday

Grandparents’
anniversary

B: I never knew that! I bet it’s nice to have all your family gather for your birthday.
A: Yeah, but I never really get to see my friends because they have to spend time 

with their families. 
B: If you want, this year I’ll come visit you on your birthday!

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (A)

G.
Tomorrow is my birthday. I am turning 11. My parents promised to take me out to 
my favorite restaurant, buy me a small gift, and even go to the amusement park. I 
wonder which one I want to do first. I am so excited to spend time with my family 
tomorrow. At the end of the day, I am going to write my parents a thank-you card for 
raising me.

Answer: 1. (A)   2. (C)   3. (C)

A: Right, then I have to take you to your piano recital the next day. 
B: I also have to go to Lisa’s birthday party on June 5th.
A: Okay, don’t forget your father’s birthday, too. 
B: Of course, it’s on June 7th. I already wrote him a birthday card. 

Answer: 

Sample answer:
Birthdays are a lot of fun. My birthday is September 22nd, and I feel so special on 
that day. We eat ice cream and cake on my birthday. My mother’s birthday is May 
8th, and we like to go on a picnic if the weather is nice. My father’s birthday is March 
4th.. He likes to play golf, so we get him a lot of golf gear. I have two older brothers. 
My middle brother’s birthday is July 20th, and my oldest brother’s birthday is August 
11th. They both like to hang out with their friends on their birthdays. 

Speak Out
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A.
1. (A) The family is having dinner in the garden.

(B) The man is holding a knife and fork.
(C) The man is cooking.
(D) The children are eating a turkey.

2. (A) The family has many gift boxes.
(B) The family is decorating the Christmas tree.
(C) The girl is holding a big teddy bear.
(D) The man is looking at the boy’s gift.

3. (A) The girl is drawing candies.
(B) The girl is playing with balloons.
(C) The girl is painting some eggs.
(D) The girl is tying up a ribbon.

4. (A) The children are decorating some pumpkins.
(B) The children are having a Halloween party.
(C) The children are holding Jack-o’-lanterns.
(D) The children are eating cotton candies.

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (A)  3. (C)  4. (B)

Review Test 4
C.
1. A: Happy New Year!

B: Happy New Year to you, too. Do you have any new year’s resolutions? 
A: Yes, I do. I am going to get perfect attendance next semester!

2. A: What is your favorite holiday?
B: I love Christmas because I enjoy decorating my home and the tree. 
A: I really like Christmas, too. Especially when it snows!

3. A: Can you come to my birthday party on October 2nd?
B: October 2nd? That’s my birthday, too!
A: Really? That’s very interesting. 

4. The last day of October is Halloween. Children wear costumes as wizards, skeletons, 
and pirates. They visit houses saying “trick or treat.” People are supposed to give 
out candy to them. It’s really a fun day for children.

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (C)  3. (C)  4. (B)

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (A)  3. (C)  4. (B)

B.
1. What do I bring to a graduation?

(A) Yes, I went yesterday. 
(B) The date is June 7th.
(C) You can bring flowers. 

2. Do you like Thanksgiving food?
(A) Yes, I especially love turkey.
(B) No, I am allergic to sea food.
(C) I can’t wait for my birthday.

3. Why do you color eggs?
(A) Because I’m hungry.
(B) Because I know how to color them. 
(C) Because tomorrow is Easter Day. It’s a custom.

4. How come you didn't go to school today?
(A) My sister is starting school.
(B) It’s Election Day.
(C) Yes, I have a computer test.

Answer: 1. (C)  2. (A)  3. (C)  4. (B)

D.
Dear friends,

You are invited to join me on my 12th birthday party on Friday, June 8th. On this special 
day I will be providing a back yard pool, so please bring your swimming suits! Since we 
have no school the following day, you may also bring your pajamas for a sleepover 
afterward. Please let me know if you’re able to make it. 

I am hoping to see you soon!

Love, 
Monica

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (C)  3. (A)
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