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Unit 12. What Do You Want to Be?

Focus on Words

A.
A: I want to be a veterinarian when I grow up. I’ll take care of sick animals and make a

good shelter for homeless animals, too.  
B: I want to be an engineer. I will build buildings, bridges, and homes for people. 

It would be exciting to build a city and live in it. 
C: I want to be a chef! I will make delicious food in a fancy restaurant. I hope to 

become famous for my Italian food. 

Answer: veterinarian, engineer, chef

B.

C.
1. (A) The girl is dressed up as an astronaut in front of her class. 

(B) The girl is holding a photo of an astronaut. 
(C) The teacher is teaching the class about outer space. 
(D) There is a picture of an astronaut on the blackboard.

2. (A) The old man is wearing a sailor uniform. 
(B) The girl is taking a picture with her friends. 
(C) The woman is a firefighter. 
(D) The family is wearing police uniforms. 

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (D)

D.
1. Why are you learning Chinese?

(A) Because I’ve taken Chinese classes for three years. 
(B) Because I want to be an English-Chinese translator. 
(C) My father is the principal of the school. 

2. What do you want to be when you grow up? 

Listening Start

B.
Answer:

2. What do you want to be when you grow up? 
(A) Yes, I’m planning to be a teacher. 
(B) I want to be a photographer because I like taking pictures. 
(C) I will be as tall as my older brother. 

3. To be an engineer, what skills do I need to have? 
(A) It is important to have excellent math skills. 
(B) You can build bridges and design roads. 
(C) My brother is studying to be an engineer. 

4. How can I become a dentist? 
(A) I need braces to straighten my teeth. 
(B) Because it is a good job. 
(C) You need to study harder in school.

5. What does your father do?
(A) He has lots of money.
(B) He is a lawyer in the city. 
(C) He exercises every morning. 

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (B)  3. (A)  4. (C)  5. (B) 

Answer: 1. w r o n g 2. k n o w   3. c o m b  4. l i s t e n  5. c l i m b

Listen to It!
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1. That (photographer / photograph) is taking beautiful pictures of nature. 

2. My father is a (computer programmer / computer program) who creates websites 

and online programs. 

3. The man on stage is a wonderful performer and (musical / musician). 

4. An (astronaut / android) works on spacecrafts and explores outer space. 

5. I would like to discover and invent new ideas like a (cyclist / scientist).

6. There is a famous (chief / chef) at this restaurant.
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E.
1. A: Why do you want to be a musician?

B: My violin teacher told me that I am talented in music. 
A: Really? I’d like to listen to your music sometime.

2. A: Cathy, what is your ideal job?
B: I want to become a musical actress. I have a passion for singing and acting. 

What about you?
A: I want to be a kindergarten teacher. I think I have a talent for teaching and I enjoy 

spending time with children. 

Answer:  1. (C)  2. (B)

F.
A: I love animals. Being with them makes me very happy. 
B: You would be perfect as a zookeeper. 
A: You’re right! How do I become a zookeeper? 
B: You should volunteer at the zoo and find out that way.

Listening Focus

Example.
A: Didn’t you say you wanted to learn more about the different types of jobs?

Why don’t we go over to the “job” section of the library?
B: Okay, I want to learn about the role of teachers, engineers, and dentists. 
A: Here is a book that describes teachers from many different cultures around the world.
B: Oh, I found an engineering book talking about how they build houses and buildings 

for people. Have you seen a book on dentists, Dad?
A: Yes, here it is. It describes how they help us have healthy teeth. 

Answer: 

Try. 
A: Ted, what do you want to be when you grow up?
B: I actually want to be a lot of things!

Listening Activities

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (A)

G.
Peter is my older brother. He is the best soccer player I know. He practices very hard 
and has a dream of being on the World Cup team. I’m pretty sure that he  will make 
it one day. However, I am not gifted in sports like my brother. I am talented in writing, 
instead. With my talents I want to become a traveling journalist. I would enjoy writing 
about people I meet and the experiences I have. Hopefully one day I will even write 
about my brother on the World Cup team.  

Answer: 1. (C)  2. (C)  3. (A)

B: I actually want to be a lot of things!
A: Let me guess. Is one of them a photographer?
B: Yes, definitely. I want to travel and take pictures of nature and wild animals. I also want 

to become a pilot because I could travel all around the world for free! And since I love 
animals, I also want to become a vet and take care of sick animals. 

A: Those all sound like very good jobs. 

Answer: 

Sample answer:
My future job is to be a pianist. I want to play beautiful music for people to hear 
and enjoy. Everybody needs a little music in their life whether it is to help during 
bad times, or celebrate during good. A pianist can play a range of music that can 
touch people’s lives and whatever mood they are in.

Speak Out
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A.
1. (A) The astronaut is working on a spaceship.

(B) The astronaut is standing near the crater.
(C) The astronaut is jumping up and down.
(D) The astronaut is looking for something to eat. 

2. (A) The doctor isn’t wearing a mask. 
(B) The doctor is reviewing an X-ray.
(C) The doctor is taking a picture of a patient. 
(D) The doctor is talking with a nurse.  

3. (A) The firefighter saved a child from the fire.
(B) The pump truck is throwing water on the fire.
(C) The firefighter is holding a ladder. 
(D) The firefighter is putting out the fire.

4. (A) The children are missing chef hats. 
(B) The children are cooking soup. 
(C) The children are making dough.
(D) The children are eating pizza. 

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (B)  3. (D)  4. (C)

Review Test 12
C.
1. A: I don’t feel I’m getting enough allowance. How can I earn some additional money? 

B: How about babysitting for your neighbors and friends?
A: That’s a great idea.

2. A: Eric, what do you want to be when you grow up?
B: Well, I don’t know what I really want to be in the future.
A: Think about your talents and favorite hobbies first.

3. A: How did Thomas Edison become a great inventor? 
B: I heard he wasn’t a really good student, but always curious about things around him.
A: That sounds interesting. 

4. Students, have you ever thought about your ideal job? Think about your interests and 
favorite hobbies. You may feel happy when you are playing baseball with your friends or 
drawing pictures of animals. It is most important to find something you truly enjoy.

Answer: 1. (C)  2. (B)  3. (B)  4. (C)

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (B)  3. (D)  4. (C)

B.
1. What does your mother do for a living? 

(A) She is a jewelry designer. 
(B) She is thirty-seven years old. 
(C) She wakes up at seven in the morning. 

2. Did you always want to be a scientist?
(A) No, my mother is very good in mathematics. 
(B) Yes, ever since I was six years old. 
(C) I am going to be a plant scientist. 

3. How does your father help people at the hospital?
(A) Patients are always worried about their health.
(B) He finds out why patients are sick and helps them get healthy.
(C) Yes, I like my father’s job.

4. Why did your family move to this city?
(A) Yes, we’ll move next weekend.
(B) Because we are looking for a new house in this city. 
(C) Because my father found a new job here. 

Answer: 1. (A)  2. (B)  3. (B)  4. (C)

D.
I want to be a police officer when I grow up. I want to serve my country, prevent crime, 
catch criminals, and help people in many ways. Last week, I saw a traffic accident on the 
road. A police officer was guiding the other cars away from the accident and helping the 
hurt person into the ambulance. He looked very strong and kind. To be a police officer 
like him, I’ll try to be healthy, strong, and build good character. 

Answer: 1. (B)  2. (C)  3. (B)
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